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Selections from Tanzer Lieder 
Sur une etoile 
Stimmen 
Wishing Well 
Last Song 

Sequenza III 

Selections from Yellow Leaves 
Radiant Dreams 
Farewell 
Old Tales 


Ana Sokolovic* (b. 1968) 
*Canadian composer 

Luciano Berio (1925-2003) 
Charlotte Bray (b. 1982) 


QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD 


Elizabeth McDonald, moderator 



Soprano Alexandra Smither is making a name for herself in the worlds of both old and new music. Her 
singing has been described as "beautiful, elegant, and masterfully manipulated" (Schmopera). She was 
named one of Canadian Broadcasting Corporation’s 2017 "30 Young Hot Classical Musicians Under 30". 
Recently, she was the grand prize winner at the 2017 Eckhardt-Gramatte Competition, earning both first 
prize and the prize for best performance of the commissioned work, Nicole Lizee's Malfunctionlieder. In 
October and November of 2017 she embarked on a cross-Canada winner’s tour. 

Earlier in 2017 she was a fellow at Songfest’s Winter Intensive, Marilyn Horne’s "The Song Continues” at 
Carnegie Hall, and at Banff’s Winter Residency, "Concert in the 21st Century". She began her summer of 
2017 touring with violinist Timothy Steeves as their duo North/South, performing works by Lang, 

Kurtag, Ran, Berio, and Soper. In June she sang the principal role of Mrs. Waters with Toronto’s Opera 5 in 
Ethyl Smyth’s The Boatswain’s Mate. In July she traveled to Boston to begin her work as a Vocal Fellow at 
the Tanglewood Festival; while there she made her Seiji Ozawa Hall debut singing Schubert’s "The 
Shepherd on the Rock" alongside Emanuel Ax. 

Fall of 2017 brought her debut with HGOco in Tom Cipullo’s Glory Denied as well as with Houston’s 
premier Baroque ensemble, Ars Lyrica, in a program highlighting Barbara Strozzi. 2018 brings 
performances in Boston, Washington, Houston, Melbourne, Oberlin, Japan, Vancouver, and Toronto as 
well as her inaugural season as Artistic Director of the NextGen Festival in London, Ontario. In the 
summer of 2018 she returns to the Tanglewood Festival. 

Ms. Smither is a graduate of the University of Toronto (BMus 2014) where she received the Faculty’s 
highest graduating award, the Tecumseh Sherman Rogers Graduating Award. She continued her studies, 
fully funded, at Shepherd School of Music at Rice University (MMus 2016). While there she made her 
mainstage debut with Rice Opera as Gretel in Humperdinck’s Hansel und Gretel. She also co-founded and 
managed the Shepherd School’s only student-led new music ensemble, Hear&Now, which continues to be 
a presence at the school. She has held fellowships at the Music Academy of the West, Songfest, and the 
Schubert Institute. She is a proud member of the Houston contemporary ensemble, Loop38. 

www.alexandrasmither.com 


Trevor Chartrand is an active collaborative pianist based out of Toronto, Ontario where he worked as a 
repetiteur for Opera 5’s production "Suffragette: Fete Galante and Boatswain’s Mate by Dame Ethel 
Smyth". This is his second year with Opera 5 after having been repetiteur for 2016’s production of Johann 
Strauss’ Die Fledermaus. Trevor is also active internationally as he was music director in Perigueux 
France in the summers of 2015 and 2016 for the Franco American Vocal Academy (FAVA). Here, he was 
in charge of four operas including Ravel’s L’enfant et les sortileges, and Gounod’s Mireille. In addition to 
being 

active in the operatic community, Trevor is a passionate recital performer in both vocal and 
chamber music. 

Most recently, he performed the complete works for violin and piano by Sergei Prokofiev. He has traveled 
extensively around the world seeking musical endeavors from Canada and the United States, to Europe 
and Australia. In addition to working around the world, Trevor spent the past three years in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan at the University of Michigan where he obtained a Doctorate of Musical Arts (DMA) in 
collaborative piano under the tutelage of Professor Martin Katz. Trevor also holds an undergraduate 
degree in solo piano performance, and a Masters Degree in collaborative piano, both from the University 
of Western Ontario. Trevor also joined soprano Alexandra Smither on her cross-Canada winner’s tour for 
the Eckhardt-Gramatte National Music Competition. 



